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When you think of
‘global warming’ or ‘climate
change’,
what images come into your mind?

The emergent science-policy-celebrity complex
How do celebrities inform & influence environmental governance

in the (new) ‘carbon economy’?

= spur multi-scale meaningful change?

> provide chances to dismiss issues?
= enroll a new set of ‘actors’?
= add to a politics of distraction?

= inspire reflexivity in everyday
spaces?

> coddle ongoing consumerism?

Height: surfa ﬂim
— highest point: Mount Everest |
~

— lowest point: Marianas Tret -;, %
Weight: 5.98 x 10%” grams
Age: 4.6 billi S (but youthful!
.x_pw_' lion years ( ut youthful))

for Barclay's Int'l Climate Challenge
~ 23 June 2008

celebrities:
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bringing climate change to life:
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An Essential ‘Top Ten’

What is climate change and global warming?
Is it happening?  «
How is it happening?
How much is;ha ing?==""1
. -
How do we know twer‘\
What is going te happen?
- » -
Do human activities matter? .
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some questions/issues that can
‘bring climate change to life’

how (much) do our
activities matter?

transport, land use, industry & households

what are we doing/going
to do about it?
il

how (much) do human activities matter?
Our carbon-based industry and society

The Anthropocene Era
~ Paul Crutzen

As a collective
society we have
worked hard to
make progress, but
have we worked
smart?

of past & present
generations
carrying-us now?

Revkin (1992)H

Revkin (1992)
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matter?
2 ways to view human contributions
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generational equity
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UNEP Vital Climate Change Graphics (2005) ﬂ

what are we doing/going to do about it?
can we take our time to respond to the challenge?

abrupt vs. gradual change
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ATMOSPHERIC TEMPERATURE & MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS
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framing, power and
the power of framing
CONTEXT

- technical capacity

issues
(e.g. specialist training)

-> weather event

how do various factors & pressures shape
media coverage of climate change?

the attention
economy, public
‘caring’ capacity

(e.g. droughts)

- cultural differences
(e.g. trust in science &
media)

- political economic
drivers & factors

B

H
citizen
lengagement and
awareness

(e.g. media
consolidation)
-> journalistic norms,

pressures & values
(e.g. personalization)

Carvalho and Burgess (2005) ‘circuits of culture’,
[developed from Johnson 1986; Du Gay, 1997]

MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS & VIEWS IN CLIMATE
SCIENCE & GOVERNANCE
HUMANS CONTRIBUTE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

INCREASED CO, WARMS THE PLANET
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ANTHROPOGENIC CLIMATE CHANGE
INCREASES HURRICANE INTENSITY
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example #1: what does this mean for
scientists interacting with the media?

language: caution/probability/jargon
-> crisp commentary/certainty/brevity

the challenge of “translating error bars into ordinary language”
~ from my interview with Henry Pollack University of Michigan

“...we [scientists] are a little too unwilling to say things as we

see the misuse of information in policy...”
~ from my interview with Malcolm Hughes University of Arizona

“climate change is an incremental story that is nearly impossible
to fit into the standard template of what we call ‘news”
~ from my interview with Andrew C. Revkin New York Times

34 WORLD
Surgein fatal shark attacks

e —

blamed on global warming |4/ =

= You'll find that

example #2: what does this mean for
journalist & editor interactions?

headline & text correspondence

“The one thing that's affecting shark
attacks more than anything else i
human activity, said Dr George Burgess
of Florida University, a shark expert
who maintains the database. ‘As the

S population continues to rise, so does
the number of people in the water for
i | recreation. And as long as we have an

increase in human hours in the water,

Another contributory factor to the loca

tion of shark attacks could be global

warming and rising sea temperatures,

me species will begin)

to appear in places they didn't in the
ast with some regularity, he said.
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what are we doing/going to do about it?

the cultural politics of climate change
linking representations & action

» climate change/global warming permeates all

aspects of our lives & livelihoods

* need new tools to fix the problem: creativity,
innovation & a new generation of thinking/acting

this global problem requires a global response:
international coordination & collaboration
business and education are two the potentially
most effective levers for change

e we must turn awareness to engagement & action
e we must turn political issues into moral & ethical

issues
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thank you
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