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	Activity: 

Mock Climate Change Conference




This session has been adapted from the excellent resource by Oxfam, which can be accessed at: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/climate_change_copenhagen/?20
Aims: For young people to

· explore the needs for countries to tackle climate change together 

· understand the challenges faced by the poorest countries most vulnerable to changes in climate

· explore what actions can be taken together internationally as well as locally 

Time: from 30mins to 1hr

Warm up: using the ‘move to’ activity (See separate sheet)

Micro UN Climate Change Summit : Organise the young people into 5 mixed groups.  Give each group a country card and ask them to discuss the answers to the question written on the back.  Chair the answers to the questions.

1. United States - Your views and needs

· You are a rich country. Industrialisation has helped you become the richest nation on the planet. 

· You are the most powerful country, and control 30% of world wealth. 

· You agree that climate change is a big problem. 

· You are not prepared to accept a figure for how much emissions should be cut at this stage. Do not agree to any targets. It is difficult for you to agree new targets as your President (Barack Obama) is still settling in and he does not want to make any promises yet on climate change. 

· You feel that because nations such as China and India are growing so quickly, that they are the main cause of climate change now. If they are not prepared to accept targets, then why should you be? 

Question - Are you prepared to give money to the most affected countries to help pay for the damage caused by Climate Change? Why? 

2. Bangladesh - Your views and needs

·  You agree that climate change is a big problem. 

·  You do not produce many emissions yourself because you are a poor country. You do feel the effects from them, especially through worse flooding. This has crippled your country in recent years, so you want the leaders to agree on targets on how much to reduce emissions. 

· If the other leaders do not agree with this, explain that you feel it is unfair that your country should suffer when you do not produce many emissions yourself. 

· You would also like some money to help pay for the effects of climate change, such as flooding and poorer yields from crops. 

· Twenty million people could be displaced in Bangladesh by the middle of the century.  You want the developed countries to honour the right of these people to migrate to their countries.

Question - Do you think that the poorest countries should have the same targets as other countries? Why? 

3.  India - Your views and needs

· You are a massive country in South Asia with one of the biggest populations in the world (over 1 billion people)

· You suffered a lot of poverty in the twentieth century.  Your country is now industrialising quickly.

· Increased carbon emissions are the down-side of this and you don’t want to make more problems for your own cities and people.

· You agree that climate change is a big problem. 

· You are not prepared to accept a figure for how much emissions should be cut at this stage. Do not agree to any targets. 

Question - Do you think that developing countries should have the same targets for reducing carbon emissions as rich countries? Why? 

4.  Kenya - Your views and needs 

· You agree that climate change is a big problem. 

· You do not produce many emissions yourself because you are a poor country. You do feel the effects from them through droughts, so you want the leaders to agree on targets on how much to reduce emissions. 

· If the other leaders do not agree with this, explain that you feel it is unfair that your country should suffer when you do not produce many emissions yourself. 

· You would also like some money to help pay for the effects of climate change, such as poorer yields from crops also Malaria is spreading into areas where it never existed before.

· The Maasai pastoralists are some of the country’s most at-risk people. They often live in drought and disaster-prone areas, and depend on cattle for their survival. The increasingly unpredictable climate and poor rains have left the animals too weak to provide milk, blood and meat. 

Question - Do you think that countries most affected by climate change should receive money to help pay for the damage? Why?  

5.  United Kingdom - Your views and needs

· You are a rich country built on centuries of industrial growth. This has created high standards of living for most people.

·  You have high carbon emissions. You have made a very ambitious pledge for an 80% cut in emissions by 2050.

· You agree that climate change is a big problem. 

· You want to agree a percentage figure for how much emissions should be cut at this summit. You want this to be somewhere between 25%-40% by the year 2020. 

· You accept that it is harder for developing countries such as China and India to be able to hit these targets as their technology is not as advanced. You might like to suggest that they take on a smaller target. 

Question - Are you prepared to give money to the most affected countries to help pay for the damage caused by Climate Change? Why? 

Negotiations:

After the first positions have been clarified, the Chairperson gives the countries more questions to consider in their group and chairs the resulting 'negotiations':

· Which country(s) do you think has the strongest voice(s)? How far will your country change your original position in light of these views?

· Can you agree on a shared target for reducing emissions?

· What will your country commit in working towards this target?

Finally: 

Finish off with a de-briefing discussion, led by the Chairperson, using questions such as:

· Why are some countries reluctant to make changes? 

· What effect does that have on changes globally? 

· What could be done to make good progress at these types of summit? 

· What else could be done to bring about change globally and locally?

