Biographies: Speakers and Change-Makers

Jonathon Porritt - Co-Founder of Forum for the Future

Jonathon Porritt, Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, is an eminent writer, broadcaster and commentator on sustainable development. His numerous appearances on television and radio, countless public lectures and many hard-hitting articles in newspapers and magazines have made him probably the best-known environmentalist in Britain today. He was appointed as Chairman of the UK Sustainable Development Commission in 2000. In addition, he has been a member of the Board of the South West Regional Development Agency since December 1999, and is Co-Director of The Prince of Wales's Business and Environment Programme.

Marcus Agius - Chairman of Barclays PLC

Marcus Agius has extensive City and commercial experience. He holds an MBA from Harvard Business School. He joined Lazard in London in 1972, becoming Chairman of Lazard London in 2001 and Deputy Chairman of Lazard LLC in 2002. He retired from Lazard at the end of 2006 and became Chairman of Barclays PLC on 1 January 2007. He was the first non-executive director appointment to the BBC's new Executive Board, effective from 1 December 2006. Marcus Agius is a Trustee of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and is Chairman of the Kew Foundation. 

Dr. Caroline Lucas MEP

Caroline Lucas was first elected to the European Parliament as one of the Green Party’s first MEPs in June 1999 to represent the South East of England region. She is the Leader of the Green Party of England and Wales and is an acknowledged expert on climate change, international trade and peace issues. Caroline is a member of the International Trade Committee and the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee. She also sits on the Parliament’s Temporary Climate Change Committee. She is a Vice President of 6 charities, a Director of the International Forum on Globalization and is an Advisory Board Member of a number of think-tanks.

Danny Bonnet – Renewable Energy Systems 

RES is one of the world's leading renewable energy developers working across the globe to develop, construct and operate projects that contribute to our goal of a sustainable future. RES has been an established presence at the forefront of the wind energy industry for two decades. Our core activity is the development, design, construction, financing and operation of wind farm projects worldwide. With a portfolio of more than 4000MW constructed and several thousand megawatts under construction and in development, RES continues to play a leading role in what is now the world’s fastest growing energy sector. RES is also an independent power producer. We own and operate a growing portfolio of wind farms around the world, currently totalling over 450MW

Dax Lovegrove - WWF-UK

As Head of Business and Industry Relations for the last 6 years, Dax manages WWF-UK's business engagement strategy while identifying opportunities for converging business and environmental interests. This involves developing partnership approaches and devising campaigns that challenge unsustainable practices. Dax also works with colleagues across WWF's network in its international endeavours with business and industry. Before WWF, he worked in the private sector for ten years as a consultant in public relations (around CSR), internet, travel and personal finance industries and at various companies including American Express. He has studied for his Masters in Sustainable Development, which included the social and environmental impacts of world economic policies, disasters and development, participatory development, land management and NGO-business interactions.

Ian Curtis, Environmental Change Institute

Ian Curtis is Head of Development at the Environmental Change Institute, a centre for research, outreach and graduate studies in environmental change and management at the University of Oxford. He develops methods for communicating climatology ...

He co-founded Oxford University's Climate Xchange, which is a community project for Oxfordshire funded by DEFRA.

Leo Murray MA (RCA), FRSA – Animator and Climate Justice Activist
Leo Murray is an animation graduate from the Royal College of Art and prolific climate justice activist. As well as his own short film about the feedback loops that may lead to runaway global warming, Wake Up Freak Out - Then Get a Grip, Leo worked as a lead animator on the climate change feature documentary The Age of Stupid. Leo has also been press officer and spokesperson for the radical climate action group Plane Stupid since 2006, and now works full time for the Not Stupid campaign, which is about to launch a top-secret plan to jump-start Britain's journey to becoming a zero-carbon society.

Lorraine Berry – Artist

Lorraine Berry creates artworks and installations using new media technology. Her work has been exhibited extensively in the UK and internationally. Her practice raises questions as to the nature of reality and perception and often uses illusion, interactivity and visual awareness as a means of challenging preconceptions. Combining art, science and technology, her themes look at issues of humanity; who and what we are and our place in the scheme of things. She often works with community groups, schools, museums and galleries to produce installations and interventions that aim to engage the viewer through an element of discovery. As part of the ‘Climate Change Explorer’ project, she has recently completed a placement with the Environmental Change Network (ECN), a group of scientists mapping indicators of climate change. 

Martin Chilcott – 2degrees Network

Martin Chilcott is a social and environmental entrepreneur. Currently, most of his time is spent as CEO of Oxford-based environmental business incubator, Meltwater Ventures. Meltwater is currently incubating four environmental businesses, two in the built environment, one in transport and the third is an on- and off-line green business innovation network called 2degrees that helps businesses accelerate the build-out of the partnerships they need to implement their green business strategies. Martin is a director of a specialist education consultancy called Place Group which works with the UK government, local education authorities and schools. Martin cut his teeth by starting a specialist technology marketing consultancy in Oxford and has also worked in large corporations as both a consultant and a senior executive.

Nurul – Ambassador for Plan-Indonesia

Nurul is a 17 year old student from Indonesia. She is a talented young film and video documentary maker and has engaged in raising awareness on climate change at her school and beyond.  She initiated a bike-riding to school campaign to be a role model in her school.  She is also an active member of a percussion group which uses local materials.  In 2008 she won first prize in a 'Children in a Changing Climate' video documentary competition organised by Plan-Indonesia in collaboration with The State Ministry of Environment and Gadis Magazine.  Her video, entitled “Earth Project” was shown in UN Climate Change Conference held in Poznan in December 2008. She is now an ambassador for Plan-Indonesia promoting and campaigning about climate change.

